Unit 8 Mini-Study Project: 
Group Influence


Mini-Study #1: Do you see any effects of "groups" in this classroom (or another social setting that you have been in) that are discussed in the text? Social loafing? Social facilitation? Deindividuation? Evaluation apprehension? Discuss these factors in relation to this class, providing examples of each aspect listed above (if it occurs). Do you think you (and others) might behave differently in an online classroom setting?





Mini-Study #2: 

Deindividuation: loss of self-awareness and evaluation apprehension; occurs in group situations that foster responsiveness to group norms, good or bad.

This assignment may be more difficult depending on your "access" and relationship to your sample of participants. Dodd (1985; see handout) has performed several studies on deindividuation asking the following question: 

If you could be totally invisible for 24 hours and were completely assured that you would not be detected or held responsible for your actions, what would you do?

Your assignment is to replicate this study. Ask a group of people (the larger the better) to anonymously write a response to this question on a sheet of paper. Then gather the responses, making sure that you keep the answers anonymous at all times. If you have a social gathering or other place you can do this, perhaps having an unmarked envelope or box that participants can drop their answers in would be best. Keep in mind, your data may be altered if your sample feels threatened in any way. After you have collected the data, go through and categorize the answers. Report the most common answer as well as any trends that emerge. 

*You should get AT LEAST ten people to respond. 

*Reminder to address all four questions in your write-up:
	An explanation of what you did.

Describe how you did it.
Highlight what you found out.
Identify how your findings relate to the theoretical & conceptual knowledge, & trends presented in your textbook.




